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Site: BOWA Year: 2007

Vi si on St at enent

Booker T. Washi ngton Nati onal Monunent preserves and protects the birth site and
chi | dhood home of Booker T. Washington while interpreting his |ife experiences and
significance in Anerican history as the nost influential African American between 1895
and 1915. The park provides a resource for public education and a focal point for
conti nui ng di scussi ons about the | egacy of Booker T. Washi ngton and the evol ving
context of race in Anerican society.

This plan envisions the park working collaboratively with partner institutions-Iocal
regi onal, and national-to enhance protection of the park’s cultural and natura
resources and to create opportunities for outstanding and nmenorabl e visitor experiences
t hat promote reflection, |earning, and enjoynment related to the Iife and achi evenents
of Booker T. Washington. Priorities for the plan include the investigation and carefu
st ewar dshi p of the park’s cultural, ethnographic, and natural resources; inprovenent
and expansion of the site’s educational and interpretive offerings; and the
preservation of the park’s rural setting.

The plan buil ds upon and reinforces initiatives to broaden the scope of interpretive
programm ng, enrich the visitor experience, and attract new audi ences. By offering

t opi cal prograns that connect the history of the site with events that continue to

af fect people today, the park has a tremendous opportunity to neet and further build on
its |legislated purpose. The park has the potential not only to portray one man’s rise
fromslavery to worl dwi de prom nence, but also to exanm ne the inpact that Washington’s
phi | osophy has had on the shaping of civil rights and race relations in Anerica.

The park, with its rolling pastures, tobacco fields, and woodl ands, also provide a
direct link to the cormmunity’s agricultural past and preserves a small piece of the
region’s rural character in the mdst of increasing nodern devel opment. The park is a
val ued part of Franklin County's cultural heritage and is an anchor for future heritage
preservation and devel opment in the region

A maj or goal of this plan is to create a dynamc site that offers a changi ng nmenu of
conpel I i ng educati onal progranms-homage to Washi ngt on, who was one of the npbst notable
educators of his era. Utilizing ongoing research and investigation of the site’'s
resources, the park will be able to develop a rich repertoire of progranms that wll
draw visitors of nmany ages tinme and again. The idea is to continue in the pursuit of
new know edge that may offer different perspectives or explore different facets of
Washi ngton, his childhood, and this site where he was born

An up-graded visitor center conplete with engagi ng exhi bits and a new audi o-vi sual
program woul d noderni ze the current Mssion 66 facility. Interactive exhibits and film
woul d expl ore the nore controversial aspects of Washington'’s |ife presenting a deeper
nore conpel ling perspective of his life and acconplishnents. Another key el enent of the
pl an woul d be the transformati on of the former Booker T. Washington El enentary School
which currently is used for offices and a naintenance facility, into a secondary venue
for educational prograns. The history of this building, which was constructed as a
segregated school for African Anerican children in Franklin County, provides a crucial

| i nk between the distant and nore recent past.
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Site: BOM STEWARDSHI P

I nprove the condition of park resources and assets.

| nprove high-priority assets to acceptable condition, as neasured by the
Facility Condition |ndex.

Construct an 80-seat auditoriumaddition to accommodate school and tour
groups; up-date interactive exhibits about Booker T. Washi ngton and sl avery;
renodel the cooperating association sales outlet area; construct an addition
over the current garage area for a library, nmeeting room and staff offices;
renodel the garage for nuseum coll ecti on storage.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: BOM EDUCATI ON

Cooperate with educators to provide curriculummaterials, high-quality prograns,
and park-based and online | earning.

O her Park/ Program perfornmance goal (s)

Desi gn and produce a teacher’s guide and student’s workbook for grades K-11
and an on-site ACTIVboard Systemto conplinment the above programs. This

i nteractive systemwould be engaging to students of all ages, but especially
as we reach out to minority students who do not typically visit the park
except through organi zed school tours. Topics for this interactive education
program i ncl ude Booker T. Washington’s relationship with slavery, the
Anmerican Civil War and Reconstruction, the Jim Crow South, and Booker T.
Washi ngton’ s educati onal phil osophy and political controversies with his
contenporaries. This is also a programthat could be utilized at Tuskegee
Institute National Hi storic Site.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS

Site: BOM EDUCATI ON

I ntroduce young people and their famlies to national parks by using exciting
nmedi a and t echnol ogy.

O her Park/ Program performance goal (s)

Devel op and install interactive exhibits in the former auditorium space (once
the new visitor center auditoriumis constructed) to conplinment the new
orientation filmand educati on prograns.

D The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



Site:

BOMA EDUCATI ON

Inmpart to every Anmerican a sense of their citizen ownership of their nationa
par ks.

Increase visitors' satisfaction, understandi ng, and appreciation of the parks
they visit.

Conpl ete production of a new audi ovi sual program using current technol ogy and
recent schol arship on Booker T. Washington. The program woul d have a
captioni ng system for hearing-inpaired and those whose | anguage i s other than
Engl i sh. The current short filmwas produced in 1983 and focuses on Booker T.
Washi ngton’s chil dhood and his adult [ife as an educator. This new filmwould
provide visitors with a nore conprehensive look at his life and the
conplexities of his political activities in context to a violent and racially
segregated South. A script was conpleted in 2003. This filmcould al so be
shown at Tuskegee Institute National Hi storic Site.

The work described currently is supported by OFS and/ or PMS



